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The Value of a School Foundation
General Value of K-12 Foundations

· Builds communication with your community

· Raises awareness of school needs

· Improves academic and educational opportunities

· Prepares future school board members

· Adults representing the school’s needs to the community

· Assist and support administration

· Offers the community the opportunity to be a part of the solution…support education 
Adults in our children’s lives: 

Foundation boards offer another set of organized adults organized around the mission of supporting in any way possible the education of the community’s children. Research has spoken; another set of adults in a child’s life can be very influential. of activity, the average board size is 12, and the average board has 3.5 committees made up of another 5-6 people each. This amounts to a lot of adults available and working for the good of the lives of school or district’s children.  the people on the board are creative and often very energetic about getting others involved. 

Volunteers: more tasks completed, more needs met, a great resource for any school: 

We all know that volunteers can be the life blood of an organization, and much of the literature demonstrates that volunteers are much more likely to leave a gift to an organization. Foundations leverage on average over 115 volunteers in any given year of operation. They offer an opportunity for community members and retired staff volunteer involvement in the school’s activities

Trains future school board members: 
According to the Rand Study, the foundation board and or one of its many committees can be a perfect place where creative, energetic and dynamic leaders of the community can get involved Not everyone wants to be a school board member, nor has the time to be a school board member…this can be a perfect outlet. Members of the CCEF (Californian consortiums of Education Foundations) have reported that the foundation board is a great resource from which future BOE members can be recruited. 

Secures new and improved resources for the school:
The School’s Administrators and its school board are responsible for securing resources, as many and as quality as possible, to support the education of the children of the community. Marshals community resources for the school

Improves community relations, a new marketing arm for the school:
Many K-12 foundation sponsored activities work to bring parents, alumni and community members back into the district’s schools. Banquets, plays, dinner dances, silent auctions and similar foundation activities effectively reunite numerous individuals with their community’s schools. Foundations can serve as a marketing arm of sorts for the district, faithfully providing social events, activities and of course effectively communicating the successes of the district. Bring alumni back, welcomes parents and community members back into the schools. With over 80% of homes today childless, this is a great way to bring them back in to the school house.
Raises awareness of school and district’s needs:
· Support innovative teaching programs

· Provide staff development

· Subsidized teacher education

· Provide campus enhancements

· Provide instructional supplies and equipment

· Provide scholarships

· Increase staff salaries

· Reward teachers

· Promote student achievement

· Improve school-community relations

· Provide positive publicity for the district

Provides an extra funding resource for schools Supplements limited district resources to support
· Technology (white boards, e-boards, smart boards, Promethium rooms)

· Improve educational programs
· Assistance with funding for after-school and Saturday School Programs and summer school programs
· Partial Funding for faculty professional development training

· Sponsorship of parent training sessions designed for parents to tutor their children

· Purchase of supplementary instructional materials
· New buildings (2 Fine Arts Performance Centers built in Iowa this year)
· Athletic fields

· Library materials

· Extra classrooms
Offers an opportunity for the community to express its support for the school:
The K-12 foundation simply offers your community an opportunity to express its support of great resource; the children enrolled in its public schools! 
PAGE  
1
NSFA National School Foundation Association www.schoolfoundations.org  © 2010

